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Museum Exhibits Still Adding to History
Two years ago, when Bastrop history 

aficionados gathered to recognize the 
opening of the History Museum’s Coal 
Exhibit, some may have thought that 
finally, the museum’s permanent exhibit 
collection was complete. Well, think 
again.

This summer, two significant 
additions will be added to update the 
previously “completed” exhibits on the 
Cotton/Plantation Era and on the timber 
industry. 

“Since those projects were installed, 
we’ve been fortunate to gain significant 
new artifacts and information that 
were not available to us at the time 
we were working on them,” said Museum 
Curator Robbie Sanders. “History doesn’t 
stop accumulating just because we put up 
an exhibit. Our knowledge about the past 
continues to thrive.”

Sanders worked with BCHS Archivist Carol 
Kysar to enhance the cotton exhibit with 
information gained through a 2019 special 
exhibit exploring the development of Freedom 
Colonies, where hundreds of formerly 
enslaved persons established communities 
during the post-Civil War-to-1920s era. 
Working with Dianne Mills and leaders in the 
black community, 29 of the colonies have been 
identified around Bastrop County. 

“These land holdings were obtained by 
various means: some slave holders donated 
land for Freedom Colonies while many 
former slaves were able to secure loans to 
purchase land on their own – or squatted 
on undesirable land where they could,” said 
Kysar. “The colonies did not have city limit 
signs or downtowns, but the people who lived 
there knew they were part of a community 
that was named and existed.”

Kysar and Sanders worked with exhibit 
designers to put together a touch-screen 
display that maps where the colonies were 

located throughout the county. When a 
colony’s name is tapped, viewers will learn 
whether there were specific churches or 
schools located there. And, the screen will 
populate with names of known residents/
families who lived there.

Also new to the exhibit are a copy of a 
deed conferring a 257-acre plat to Rasberry 
and Maria Trigg in Hill’s Prairie, a turkey 
platter inherited via one of Mills’ ancestors 
and a recent photograph of the still standing 
Colorado Baptist Church on Old Lake Road 
near the Colorado River in Smithville.

Most of the information and history of the 
Bastrop County Freedom Colonies came 
from the writings of T.C. Franklin (deceased). 
His granddaughter, Dianne Mills, generously 
donated many volunteer hours to cataloging 
his numerous documents.

Descendants of the Bastrop County 
Freedom Colonies graciously offered their 
time and knowledge to add to these histories 
and helped pin-point the locations of the 
Freedom Colonies.

Around the corner in the Timber Exhibit, 
the remains of an 1840s sawpit are now on 
display as a result of a discovery following 
the 2011 Bastrop Complex fire that destroyed 

Bastrop County’s enslaved population learned of its freedom in the 
summer of 1865. Between 1865 and 1920 hundreds of former slaves 
formed settlements in the sand hills and bottom lands of the County. 
Many of these historical settlements, called Frieedom Colonies, are 
still active today.
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more than 1,600 homes and a major 
portion of the Lost Pines forest.

Kevin Striegler, a self-described 
“amateur archaeologist and historian” 
who lives nearby, had read that the 
Higgins Sawmill had been located in 
the area somewhere along Copperas 
Creek, about two miles upstream from 
the Colorado River. 

“Before the fire, if you walked along 
that valley leading to the creek, it was 
several feet thick with pine cones and 
needles, under 50-60-feet high pine 
trees,” Striegler said. “After the fire, it 
was bare ground. That made it ideal to 
search.”

With the landowner’s permission, he 
and amateur historian John Sherman used 
Sherman’s metal detector over a 5-acre 
tract to locate various artifacts likely from a 
sawmill, or a home – pottery, utensils, musket 
balls and even an 1841 silver Spanish Real. 

One day, Striegler noticed a sunken area 
bound by large stones that appeared to have 
been stacked below ground level. Upon 
examination, he verified that it was indeed 
the remains of a sawpit. 

Sawpits were dug as needed to trim or cut 
logs that were too large to transport to a saw 
mill. Logs were positioned over the pit to be 
sawed by two people, one standing above the 
timber and the other in the pit below.

Among the artifacts on display were hand-
forged stirrups, saddle buckles and various 
timber-cutting tools. Striegler said he worked 
more than a half year using an electrolysis 
technique to carefully cook the rust off the 
tools for restoration.

Also prepared for the exhibit is a landscape 
painting depicting the sawpit location as 
envisioned by Striegler and local surveyor 
and artist Marland Coulter, who lives about a 
mile from the site. 
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2021 Leading Members
(As of June 3, 2021)
BENEFACTORS:
Sharah and David Johnson
Glen Long
MEMBER OF THE MONTH:
Bluebonnet Electric Coop
Karen and Forrest Chalmers
Betty Dunkerley
Eagle Pest Control
First National Bank
Frontier Bank of Texas
Maxine’s Cafe
Medack and Oltmann LLP
Susan Nogues Real Estate LLC
Osborn Plumbing, Inc.
Pinky Promise
Seton Family of Hospitals
Sweet Lucy Ranch
HERO:
Adjust/Dr. Matthew Mix
Sandy and Ron Barclay
Ann and Larry Brown
Capital of Texas Roofing and Siding
Barbara and Andrew Coy
Glenda Dayton
The Dentists
Sherri Gilmore
G & C Printing and Forms
Doris and James Kershaw
Ofelia M. Mayo and Michael VanDusen
Janis Penick/Penick Properties LLC
Willie Pina and Stella Haecker
Connie and Frank Reichert
Nan and DeLea Sayers
Nancy and Tom Scott
Tuck Law Group
VisitBastrop
Linda and Frank Wilson
L.C. Wright Land and Cattle Company, LTD.
CHAMPION:
Aqua Water Supply Company
Bastrop Opera House
Ella and Mark Bedford
Joan and Rev. Kent Bohls
Linda Borsheim
Tori and Mark Bowman
Sandra Chipley and Chuck Kellogg
Karen Clardy
Sara and Tom Clayton
Kristen Depew
Judy and Lonnie Enis
Anita and Leslie Feigenbaum
Kerry and Steve Fossler
Traci Frary and Jeff Crouch
Susan and James Green
Betty and Neil Gurwitz
Stephanie Jenkins
Jennifer Leisure
Zia and Jason Lowe
Molly and Leon McClure
Nancy and Larry Mellenbruch
Margaret Musselman
Mayor Terry and Dr. Pat Orr
Lynn Schaefer Oualline
Cynthia and Charles Pence
Gloria and Win Perkins
Clifford Reeser
Kaye Sapikas
Nan and DeLea Sayers
Cindy and Reid Sharp
Carol and Joe Shull
Ginni Smith
Catherine and Rodney Turner
Barbara and Alex Vana
Derek Van Gilder
Kay Wesson

BCHS would like to thank…
Bryan Whitten for picking up and transporting items from the Maxann 

and Jay Collins’ home to the museum including old-time radio, McDade 
pottery and an early 1900s baby carriage.

John Chandler for taking museum photographs for the 3 levels of Scavenger Hunts used 
by children and young teenagers as they tour the Museum.

Mike Helmick and Ken Kesselus for leading Saturday morning docent tours of downtown 
Bastrop during the month of May.

Sherri Gilmore for furnishing refreshments for the Spring Quarterly Meeting.

Colin Guerra for loan of webcam for the Spring Quarterly Meeting.

Lisa Holcomb for use of the Bastrop Opera House for the June edition of Uniquely Bastrop.

Ken Kesselus for his monthly series of Uniquely Bastrop.

Pat McKay and Duncan Charlton for moving the map cases and setting up the map room.

Lori Mitchell for volunteering in the Visitor Center and we look forward to her return from 
Wyoming this fall.  

Volunteers
Research Library: Susie Blume, Duncan Charlton, Jeremy Clifton, Hannah Harvey,

Gloria Hoffman, Mary Lucas, Pat McKay, Dianne Mills, Alicia Patterson,  
Nicole Rabensburg, Laurie South

Visitor Center: Judy Enis – Museum Docent, Adela Jones, Loyce Jacobs,  
Carrie Martin, Shannon Sanders, Jan Stringer, Orlanda Valka

DeGuzman Assumes BCHS Leadership Role
Effective July 1, Nicole DeGuzman took the helm as 

director of the Bastrop County Historic Society, replacing 
Kaye Sapikas as the organization’s staff level leader.

DeGuzman recently moved to Bastrop from Snyder, 
Texas, where she had served as executive director of the 
Scurry County Museum since 2018. Prior to her work 
in Snyder, she worked in the same leadership role for 
the Maplewood Area Historical Society in Maplewood, 
Minnesota, from 2014-2018. 

She holds a Master of Arts Museum Studies degree from 
John F. Kennedy University and an undergraduate degree 
from the University of California at Santa Barbara.

Sapikas, hired in 2017, informed the board of trustees 
on April 30 of her decision to pursue other interests in the 
Bastrop area. 

“I have enjoyed working with everyone and appreciate the support and encouragement 
throughout my tenure with the organization,” Sapikas wrote to the board. “I am extremely 
proud of the work we have done, the goals we have achieved and the partnerships we have 
formed.” 

Hear the Victrola at Swing Festival
The night before the upcoming “Boogie Back to Bastrop - Country & Western 

Swing Festival Aug 27-28, toes will start tapping at an Ice Cream Social to 
be co-sponsored by BCHS and the Bastrop Opera House.

Among the highlights of the 6 p.m. Aug. 26 kick-off event at the 
Opera House will be period swing music played on the recently 
refurbished Victrola phonograph console. The record-player was 
constructed sometime between 1906 and 1925 by the Victor Talking 
Machine Co. and was donated some years ago to BCHS. 

The Opera House is at 711 Spring Street. 
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Museum 
Acquisitions
BISD Cheer Department – Vintage 

Bastrop Bears pompoms

Ruby Bonelli – Vintage phonograph 
records

Tori and Mark Bowman – Vintage map 
case

John B. Chandler – Four framed maps 
of Texas, U. S., South, North and 
Central America dated from 1749-
1852

Jay and Maxann Collins – Wicker 
baby buggy, vintage gramophone 
radio, two pieces of McDade pottery

Tommy Hoover – 1986 hand fan 
commemorating the High Grove 
School homecoming

City of Irving, Texas – 1949 family bible 
of Vogel family from Paige

Maass family – Collection of books and 
documents relative to Texas history; 
photos and documents relative to 
Josephine Metcalf Smith and family

James Schneider – 1956 Aurora 
yearbook from Bastrop High School

Chris Cartwright – 2 booklets “150 
Years of Methodism in Bastrop” 

BCHS Officers
Jennifer Leisure, President Sherri Gilmore, Vice President

Jane Wright, Secretary Betty Dunkerley, Treasurer

TRUSTEES
Lee Ann Calaway Sandra Chipley Dan Hays-Clark Michal Hubbard 
Sharah Johnson Doris Kershaw Mary McMurrey Joe Grady Tuck

SOCIETY STAFF
Nicole DeGuzman, Director Barbara Vana, Office Manager 

Carol Kysar, Library and Preservation Manager Traci Frary, Archivist
Gloria Perkins, Visitor Center Manager Candiss Lawrence, Visitor Center Associate

Lively Tours Planned for Fairview Cemetery
If one searches the authoritative Handbook of Texas to learn about 

the fate of early Bastropians, the final resting place frequently cited 
is Fairview Cemetery, the historic 38-acre graveyard along SH 95 
located on a hill overlooking downtown.

On October 23, BCHS will present two detailed walking tours 
of the cemetery, with docents and local actors presenting lively 
explanations of the citizens buried there and other highlights of the 
location. 

Registration for each of the tours is limited to 20 individuals; 
reservations may be made by contacting BCHS at 512-303-0057 or 
online at www.bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com/cemeterytours .

The project is being spearheaded by Board member Sandra 
Chipley and Museum Curator Robbie Sanders.

More than 3,500 gravesites may be found in the Fairview 
Cemetery. 

Your Membership Makes a Difference
Before we begin our 2022 membership drive in August, I’d like to take 

a moment to thank each of you, our 2021 members. Thank you for your 
loyalty during a difficult time. Thank you for participating in our virtual 
events when we couldn’t be together in person. Thank you for wearing 
your mask, using hand sanitizer and social distancing when those things 
were necessary for reopening. Thank you all for getting a shot in the arm, 
and for being a shot in the arm supporting our mission.

We don’t know if COVID is completely behind us, or if there will be 
more unpleasant weather surprises like the winter storm and power 

outages in February. Whatever the future holds, I’m optimistic that we can face it squarely 
and carry on. The difficulties of the past year gave us an opportunity to learn about ourselves. 
We are resilient. We are a community of members, staff and volunteers that cares about each 
other. We are curious about our history and the stories still untold. We are inclusive and 
welcome all who are interested in learning and preserving that history. Please join us in 2022 
so we can continue that work - we can’t do it without you! Look for your 2022 membership 
renewal information in your email, mail, and of course, you can renew in person at the front 
desk. 

Sharah Johnson
Membership Chair



Lee Jamison to Discuss his Paintings, Perspective
Fans of the BCHS History Museum may recognize the name 

Lee Jamison as the painter and creator of several museum exhibits, 
including the mural of the runaway scrape, the painting of the mass 
wedding, the coal mine exhibit and the restoration of the portrait of 
Claudia Wilbarger. 

But in 2017, the Huntsville artist embarked on a trip with his 
sketchbook in hand, recording his impressions and recollections of 
East Texas, a region he has called home for about 45 years.

Having built a solid reputation as a respected Texas Regionalist 
painter, Jamison was convinced that East Texas had received short 
shrift as the subject of natural beauty and historic interest, especially 
compared to western parts of the state. He wanted to provide some 
balance.

For well over a year, he traveled the winding roads and tree-lined 
passages of East Texas, observing, sketching, and journaling along 
the way. The result is an astonishing visual record of contemporary 
East Texas land, lore and culture as viewed through the eyes of an 
accomplished painter. 

His paintings and personal observations were recently published in 
the 160-page “Ode to East Texas,” courtesy of Texas A&M University 
Press. 

Jamison will discuss his work as well as his perceptions of the 
people and places of East Texas at the BCHS Quarterly Meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. July 22 at the Lost Pines Arts Center, 1204 Chestnut in 

Bastrop.
“What really makes history worth knowing is understanding the 

people who have lived there and how the place affected the people, as 
well as how the people affected the place,” Jamison said. “I’ll focus on 
telling the stories of the people I’ve met, and what their stories had to 
do with making those images valuable to me.” 

904 MAIN STREET BASTROP, TX 78602
512.303.0057

www.bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com

 THURSDAY,  JULY 22 AT 6:30 P.M. LOST PINES ARTS CENTER 1204 CHESTNUT STREET BASTROP

Lee Jamison inside the BCHS Coal Exhibit he created in 2019.


