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THANKS TO DONATIONS, VOLUNTEERS,  

Sale is Ready for Shoppers

After five weeks of daily work by more than 
100 volunteers, the Community-wide Garage 
& Estate Sale is ready to roll April 21-22. 

With the sponsorship of the First Baptist 
Church of Bastrop and Lone Star Storage, 
the event will feature more than 10,000 sq. ft. 
of bargain shopping, including housewares, 

clothes, electronics, 
furniture, toys, linens, 
books, CDs, vintage 
collectibles, sporting 
goods, tools, garden 
accessories, office 
supplies, and much 
more.

Proceeds help fund 
the operation of Bastrop 
County Historical 
Society’s remarkable 
History Museum & 
Visitor Center as well 

as quarterly meetings, archives, temporary 
exhibits and tourism promotion. 

The Garage Sale is free on Saturday, April 
22 from 7 to 3 p.m. but the real steals are 
available for early shoppers the night before 
(Friday) at our Sneak Peak from 6-8 p.m. 
Sneak Peak costs $10 admission.

By the Numbers
In the first quarter of 2017 the 

BCHS Visitor Center welcomed 

1,863 visitors, 

representing 47 states and  

14 countries. 

International visitors came from 

Europe, Asia, South America, 

Southeast Asia, and Australia. 

Nearly 500 international and 

out-of-state visitors stayed 
the night in 
Bastrop.
Location is 

at 915 SH 71 
West, on SH 
71 between 
SH 20 and 
SH 21. Safe 
drivers will 
approach the 
building from 
the west via 
SH 21. 

Visit Poco a Poco Gift Shop at the Visitor Center for that unique, special gift.
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Society Director Appointed
The Bastrop County Historical Society is pleased to announce 

the appointment of Kaye Sapikas as the organization’s new 
Director. Ms. Sapikas will direct the day to day operations of the 
Society and its Museum and the Bastrop Visitor Center. 

“We are very excited about the administrative skills that 
Kaye brings to the table,” said Dan Hays-Clark, president of 
the Society. “The Board of Directors feels that her experience 
with nonprofit management will help prepare the Society and 
its programs for the challenges of the new era of tourism 
marketing currently being developed by the City.”

Ms. Sapikas received her Bachelor of Science degree 
in Psychology along with her Master of Arts degree in 
Interdisciplinary Education from Santa Clara University in 
Santa Clara, California. After completing her education, she 
taught 4th grade for a few years before beginning her career in nonprofit fundraising and 
management. 

She has worked in the nonprofit sector for over 15 years for organizations like Big Brothers 
Big Sisters and National CASA. Her areas of expertise include organizational development, 
fund development, strategic planning, and volunteer and donor relations. 

She is a member of the Texas Master Naturalists, Lost Pines Chapter, where she is chair 
of the Membership Committee. She is originally from the Midwest and has lived in Bastrop 
County for 5 years. “I fell in love with Bastrop shortly after I arrived here,” said Ms. Sapikas. 
“I’m also excited to be working in a community with so many talented people and looking 
forward to being a part of the great work being done.” In her spare time she enjoys cycling, 
hiking, and cooking. 

We hope you will stop by the Visitor Center and Museum and visit with Ms. Sapikas. 

Kaye Sapikas

“I’m excited to be working in a community with so 
many talented people and looking forward to being 
a part of the great work being done.” 

–  Kaye Sapikas, BCHS Director

Society Indebted to  
Exceptional Benefactors
Throughout the years, some business members of the Bastrop 
County Historical Society have gone above and beyond what is 
asked to provide extraordinary funding for the Society’s programs 
and projects.  Through this support, these members continue 
to show a commitment to Bastrop and our community that is 
unmatched. 

This month we would like to honor two banks from this group - 
First National Bank of Bastrop and Frontier National Bank of 
Texas.  Both First National and Frontier have faithfully supported 
the Member of the Month program since it began in 2010.  The 
Society is indebted to these exceptional benefactors for their 
continuing friendship and significant support. 

2017 Business Members
CHAMPION:
Copper Shot Distillery
Adjust Chiropractic, Dr. Matthew Mix
Bastrop Copier
David Bragg, Attorney
Grant Architecture
Hyatt Regency Lost Pines
L. Wayne Ross, DDS
Old Town Postal Depot
Telling Your Story, Jane Hunt
The Dentists
Derek Van Gilder, Attorney
Tuck and Kizer Law Group LLC
Zia Lowe, RE/MAX Bastrop Area

HERO:
Betty Dunkerley Consulting
Capital of Texas Roofing
Capitol Wright Distributing LLC
D&S Home Inspection Service
Esquivel Janitorial
G&C Printing & Forms
Janis Penick Team, RE/MAX Bastrop
L C Wright Land & Cattle
Relics Jewelry
Taylor Chiropractic

MEMBER OF THE MONTH:
Bluebonnet Electric Coop
Central Texas Elevator
City of Bastrop
Darling Ingredients
Eagle Pest Control
First National Bank
Frontier Bank of Texas
IHS Landscaping and Services
Karol Rice Photography
Lone Star Storage
Maxine’s Café & Catering
Medack & Oltman, LLP
Osborn Plumbing
Piney Creek Chop House, The View & 

Old Town
Runkle’s Custom Pools
Seton Family of Hospitals
Seton Physical Therapy & Fitness 

Center
Seton Smithville Regional Hospital
Sweet Lucy Ranch
Techline, Inc.
Tracy’s Drive-In Grocery
WCU Services

2017 Individual 
Memberships
Mayo, Ofelia & VanDusen, Michael
Rice, Karol & Gonzalez, Vic
Bowman, Tori and Mark
Green, Jill and Mike
Kesselus, Betty and Richard
Nesloney, Gina
Oualline, Lynn
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Superior Local Clay Is  
Highlight of Exhibit
BCHS is excited to announce its first ever guest-curator program featuring “Texas State 
of Clay: Past and Present” a six-week exhibit that opened April 1 by guest curators, 
Melanie Shaw, Susan Hanft, and Marie Blazek of Bastrop Clay Arts. The presentation, 
built around the story of locally historic pottery, includes select and rare pieces from 
the McDade pottery collection of Lisa and J.J. Jackson.

According to the Handbook of Texas, the McDade Pottery drew on deposits of superior-
quality clay found near Marshy Branch four miles east of McDade in Bastrop County. It 
was a successor to a “jug shop” begun in 1853 in the vicinity of what is now Bastrop 
State Park. 

It was moved to McDade in the late 1870s, and Robert L. Williams, who was 
experienced in ceramic processes and recognized the potential for McDade clay, 
became owner. The sculptor Elisabet Ney on occasion used McDade clay in her work.

The exhibit is an extension of Bastrop Clay Arts’ 2nd annual “Mostly Clay” Spring 
Invitational which includes artwork by approximately twenty artists to be held at Espavo 
Studio, located at 924 Main Street on April 7 - 9. 

The “Texas State of Clay: Past and Present” exhibit will be on display at the BCHS 
Museum & Visitor Center through Saturday, May 13. 

BCHS Officers
Dan Hays-Clark, President

Glenda Dayton, Vice President
Betty Dunkerley, Treasurer

TRUSTEES
Lee Ann Calaway
Sandra Chipley

Barbara Clemons
Bill Ennis

Joe Grady Tuck
Sharah Johnson
Doris Kershaw

Jennifer Leisure
Jim Lewis

Mary McMurrey
Robbie Sanders

Jane Wright

SOCIETY STAFF
Kaye Sapikas, Director

Barbara Vana, Museum Administrator
Carol Kysar, Archivist

Diana Greenwood, Visitor Center Associate
Gloria Perkins, Visitor Center Associate

“Bastrop Then & Now” to Open
The Bastrop County Historical Society will feature the Bastrop Independent School District’s 

Colorado River Collegiate Academy history project – Bastrop: Then & Now opening at the 
Museum on Memorial Day weekend.  

Under the direction of Megan Brandon and Manuel Pina, two instructors from the Academy, 
9th grade students have interviewed several local citizens to gain individual perspectives on 
Bastrop’s past and present.  Some of those interviewed include: Reid Sharpe, Dock Jackson, 
Bill Owens, Mathew Mix, Sandra Callahan, Ken Kesselus and Gil Cervantes.  In addition to the 
interviews, students have collected personal items from those they interviewed to be displayed 
in the exhibit.

This will be a wonderful event for the whole family.  Mark your calendars and join us in 
celebration of Bastrop: Then and Now.

The exhibit will run throughout the summer months and will close at the end of August. 

Volunteers Needed
Interested in fun work at Bastrop 

Historical Society’s Visitor Center and 
Museum? If so, we want to hear from 
you.

Roles to be filled include front desk/
door greeters, museum docents and 
researchers in the museum archives. 
Most positions work 4-hour shifts.

For more information, please call 
Barbara Vana at 512-303-0057.

BCHS would like 
to thank…
Terry Sanders for switching March 

Business Member of the Month signs. 

Jesus Gomez for cleaning back 
flowerbeds and parking area. 

Duncan Charlton and Bobby Poole for 
relocating exhibit cases. 
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When the Bastrop Ladies Reading Circle 
decided to create an Historical Society in 
1952, a number of members were hesitant to 
donate their families’ possessions for display 
in a future museum – what if the project 
flopped? How would they get their family 
treasures back?

But when a popular member, Lucy Rivers 
Maynard (mother of current BCHS trustee 
Mary McMurrey) decided to lead the way 
with a significant offering from her own 
family’s past, suddenly it was the trendy 
thing to do, and the Bastrop County History 
Museum was on its way.

From those early days forward, Society 
members solicited a variety of family letters, 
maps and original historic materials to create 
a collection that now totals more than 6,000 
archival documents, including letters, written 
histories, newspapers, genealogical data, 
wills, land records, biographies, military 
records, obituaries and news articles. The 
collection also includes more than 4,000 
photographs, 2,800 artifacts, 230 maps and 
460 reference books.

But having materials on hand are not what 
makes them accessible to the researchers, 
genealogists and members of the public 
who are seeking information about their 
ancestors or Bastrop’s historic past. 

“Putting things away for historic 
preservation is a start, but being able to 
retrieve them when you’re looking for 
specific information is what makes an 
archive a useful research tool,” explained 
Archivist Carol Kysar

Kysar and her team of up to ten volunteers 
work diligently to examine each archival 
document and artifact and determine 

Artifacts are stored in archival tissue and marked with catalog numbers.

Archives are “heart” of Historic Society

how to assign key words to the museum’s 
searchable database.  Each item received is 
retrievable by several relevant key words: 
family names, object description, events, 
historical significance and place of origin, 
among many others.  

As many as 150 individuals or 
organizations communicate with the Library 
or search its files each year. When queried, 
Kysar goes straight to the archive’s database, 
which is maintained in a museum-specific 
software named PastPerfect. “Without a 
retrievable index, all we’d have here is an 
antique store,” Kysar said.  “In many ways, 
the archives are the real history at the heart 
of the museum,” she said.

In addition to assisting researchers, many 
of the artifacts 
are used in 
the museum’s 
14 permanent 
and temporary 
exhibits.  The 
artifacts waiting 
their turn for 
exhibition are 
kept in archival 
storage materials 
in a humidity-
controlled 
storage room.

Kysar said 
she makes a 
point of indexing 

every name that shows up in the research, 
regardless of an individual’s known 
achievements.

“A community’s history is not just made 
up of the big shots like the Sayers,’ Higgins’ 
and Burlesons,’” she said. “All manner of 
people at all stations in life are what make up 
our past.”

Part-time employee Kysar and her 
volunteers are available for assistance from 
1-5 p.m. on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
at the Bastrop County Historical Museum at 
904 Main Street, 512-303-0057. 

Collection storage room has 235 numbered 
boxes of catalogued artifacts.

Textiles are stored in archival boxes and refolded every two years  
to alleviate permanent creasing.
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Museum Acquisitions
Bastrop Public Library – Bricks and re-bar from the old Bastrop Electric, Water and Ice Co. 

smokestack.

Sue Brubaker – World War II War Department field manuals.

Mark and Helen Cornelison – 1978 oil painting of early Golf Pro Shop in Bastrop State Park.

Glenda Dayton – Complete 1977 Inventory of National Register of Historic Places in the city 
of Bastrop.

Dianna Greenwood – Marine Corps blouse for World War II exhibit.

Robert E. and Stephanie Jenkins – Scanned photographs of Jenkins family and genealogical 
information.

Carol Kysar – Texas: Our Heritage.

Jim Lewis – Nine Texas Almanacs from 1964 through 2007; Song and Service Book for Ship 
and Field a collection of prayers and hymns for WWII servicemen.

Mary McMurrey – Copy of C. B. Maynard’s petition to Pres. Andrew Johnson for special 
amnesty pardon to be postmaster of Caldwell County; photograph of C. B. Maynard on 
Texas Legislature floor with family members.

Lynn Martin and Lamelle Sartain – Documents from Camp Swift including Thanksgiving 
menus and personnel lists.

Gloria Perkins – From Tea Cakes to Tamales, Third-Generation Texas Recipes.

Patrick Mahon Reilly and John Burkhardt – Purple Heart awarded to Sidney Gordon 
Adcock – WWII and his dog tags.

Audrey Rother – Various newspaper articles, data and history of McDade Pottery.

Libby Sartain – Photo of Sarah Holmes Hill and Wylie Hill LeSueur in front of home at 807 
Main.

Howard DeLea Sayers – Books that belonged to Gov. Jos. D. Sayers Paradise Lost and Best 
Methods of Taxation and Assessment in Municipalities; photos of Gov. Joseph D. Sayers.

Nancy and Tom Scott – The History of the Volunteer Fire Department in Bastrop. 

Smithville Heritage Society – Souvenier graduation booklet for Lower Hills Prairie Public 
School 1912.

Harvey Swanson family – Large collection of Civil War miniatures and seven canon replicas.

Barbara and Alex Vana – Inferno in the Lost Pines – stories of individuals in the 2011 fire.

Benjamin and Kay Wesson – Postcard of nearly completed Christian Church, 1895; 
archaeological site report on Three Oaks coal mine.

Thank You
Robert E. and Stephanie Jenkins – Loan of photograph for temporary exhibit on fans. 

The Bastrop County Historical Society would 
like to express its deep gratitude to the Bastrop 
City Council for its continuing support of the  
Bastrop Visitor Center again in 2017.
Without this support it would be impossible to 
serve the 8,000 visitors that walk through the 
Center’s doors on a yearly basis and even more 
difficult to disseminate Bastrop’s “story” to the  
hundreds of thousands of tourists who visit Texas 
every year.

Do Not Disturb:
Decipherer at Work

When Tommy Vasquez is working to 
decipher 19th 
century hand-
writing, he must 
put back on his 
hearing aids and 
set aside the 
thick bifocals he 
uses to stare at 
the letter or mis-
sive he’s working 
on. When he’s 
concentrating, he has to be in a highly 
focused “zone,” with no sound or visual 
distractions.

As a volunteer at the BCHS Research 
Library, it’s Tommy’s job to interpret 
the handwriting of early Texans whose 
documents have found their way to the 
files. Many of the yellowed pages are 
tightly single-spaced, faded and difficult 
to make out. 

“I started by studying handwriting 
styles from the period to figure out the 
unique quirks of how they made their 
letters and understand abbreviations 
that we don’t use any more,” Vasquez 
said. Who would know that “JNO” was a 
common abbreviation of “Jonathon,” for 
example?

Like an archaeologist examining 
hieroglyphics, he strains to make out a 
particular letter or word, so that he can 
identify the same scribbling later within 
the document, he said. 

As he untangles the confusion, he 
types out the entire document and 
enters it into the museum’s tracking 
software. The oldest document that he 
has researched is from 1831.

Archivist Carol Kysar said that the 
advantage of transcribing the works into 
modern typography is because many 
visitors seeking information about their 
ancestors are intimidated when they are 
shown the originals. “They just give up 
trying to understand it because there are 
too many confusing writing styles or un-
intelligible words,” she said. “Everyone 
can read Times Roman these days.”

A substance abuse counselor before 
his retirement, Vasquez has been vol-
unteering in the archives since August 
2014 and devotes two hours a week to 
his tasks.



Discover Archives That Make the Museum Happen
BCHS archivist Carol Kysar will discuss 

the wide range of Bastrop historical 
materials that reside in the lower level of 
the Bastrop County History Museum at 
our quarterly meeting 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 27 at Calvary Heritage Hall, 1020 Main 
Street.

Kysar will explain how letters, maps, 
photographs, clippings and more are cared 
for and indexed, as well as the extent of the 
collection’s range. BCHS’ archival collection 
was initiated as the Society was formed in 
1952 (see feature article on page 4).

In addition, she will talk about the 
multitude of topics that have been 
researched, either in person or by telephone 
and email. As many as 150 individuals or 
organizations communicate with the Library 
or search its files each year.

Refreshments will be served at the April 
27 event. 

904 MAIN STREET BASTROP, TX 78602
512.303.0057

www.bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com

Street parking is available on Main and Spring Streets and behind Calvary Episcopal Church.
APR. 27 AT 6:30 P.M.  CALVARY HERITAGE HALL  1020 MAIN STREET  BASTROP


