
Nineteenth Century 
sculpture, formerly 
on display in Bastrop 
shop, donated to BCHS

For approximately 20 
years, the Dancing 
Woman sculpture 
graced the window 
of Frank and 
Myrtle Denison’s 
Flower and Gift shop 
at 920 Main Street in 
Bastrop.  When the store 
closed in 1968, the bronze 
statue became the property 
of the Denisons’ long time 
employee, Elaine M. Weiss, 
who donated it to BCHS in 
2021.

Dancing Woman is 
believed to be part of a set 
of statues that were once 
displayed at the Paris 
Opera House in Paris, 
France. American brewing 
heir August Anheuser Busch 
(1913-1934) purchased 
the bronze statue and 
shipped it to the US 
where he placed it on the 
third floor of his famous 34-room French 
Renaissance chateau on the Busch 
family estate in St. Louis, Missouri.  

Items from the mansion, including 
the Dancing Woman, were auctioned 
to the public after the death of Busch’s 
son, Adolphus, in 1946.  The statue was 
bought by a Texan, Bill Bailey, who sold 
it to Frank and Myrtle Denison.

The statue, signed by the noted 
French artist Malvina Brach (born in 
1800, death unknown) is undated. It will 
be on permanent display in the lower 
level of the museum. 
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Uniquely Bastrop Series Seeks 
Broader Topics

It’s easy to see 
history as an ongoing, 
linear list of events that 
happened – a battle 
was fought, someone 
was born, a town was 
created. Voila. History.  

Fortunately, fans 
of Bastrop’s early 
days have access to 
detailed insights to the 
events that led to the 
community’s illustrious 
development, especially 
during the founding years in the early to mid-
1800s.

Retired minister Ken Kesselus, author of 
four definitive histories of Bastrop’s creation, 
is discussing the factual details of the 
community’s early events through “Uniquely 
Bastrop,” a series of online presentations 
every third Thursday at noon at www.
bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com/webinars.

About half an hour long, these informal 
talks provide fascinating, contextual 
explanations of events from those early days, 
followed by questions from viewers who are 
watching live online. Those unable to catch 
the programs live can readily access the 
shows at their own convenience via the link 
above. 

Now, BCHS is seeking to expand the 
program to other topics less focused on the 
traditional, linear list of events in history 
books and lectures.

“To really understand our past, we 
need to learn about aspects of the lives of 
previous generations that aren’t marked by 

government milestones or developments,” 
Kesselus said. “How was the community 
affected when the railroad stations were 
shut down? What was daily life like in the 
early 20th century in a little settlement like 
Alum Creek or Rosanky? Does someone 
have personal knowledge of life on a peanut 
farm? Are their recent descendants of share-
croppers who can tell stories from the lives of 
their parents or grandparents?”

The historian said he would like to hear 
from people who have interesting aspects of 
local history to share by discussing them on 
future sessions of Uniquely Bastrop. 

“I’d love to sit down with folks who can tell 
about specific aspects of our community’s 
history,” he said. “History is about more 
than dates and places – let’s explore people’s 
experiences on a personal level as well.”

Have an idea for a topic you can explore? 
Contact Kesselus or BCHS Director Kaye 
Sapikas at BCHS by calling Sapikas at  
512-303-0057 or via email at  
kaye@bchs1832.org. 

Visit Poco a Poco Gift Shop at the Visitor Center for that unique, special gift.
The City of Bastrop supports BCHS – Who else? See Page 2
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2021 Leading Members
(As of Dec. 18, 2020)

BENEFACTORS:
Sharah and David Johnson
Glen Long

MEMBER OF THE MONTH:
Bluebonnet Electric Coop
Betty Dunkerley
Forest and Karen Chalmers 
Central Texas Elevator
Eagle Pest Control
First National Bank
Frontier Bank of Texas
Maxine’s Cafe
Medack and Oltmann LLP
Susan Nogues Real Estate LLC
Osborn Plumbing, Inc.
Pinky Promise
Seton Family of Hospitals
Sweet Lucy Ranch

HERO:
Adjust/Dr. Matthew Mix
Sandy and Ron Barclay
Ann and Larry Brown
Capital of Texas Roofing and Siding
Barbara and Andrew Coy
Glenda Dayton
The Dentists
Sherri Gilmore
G & C Printing and Forms
Doris and James Kershaw
Ofelia M. Mayo and Michael VanDusen
Janis Penick/Penick Properties LLC
Willie Pina and Stella Haecker
Connie and Frank Reichert
Nan and DeLea Sayers
Nancy and Tom Scott
Tuck Law Group
VisitBastrop
L.C. Wright Land and Cattle Company, LTD.

CHAMPION:
Aqua Water Supply Company
Bastrop Opera House
Ella and Mark Bedford
Joan and Rev. Kent Bohls
Linda Borsheim
Tori and Mark Bowman
Sandra Chipley and Chuck Kellogg
Karen Clardy
Sara and Tom Clayton
Judy and Lonnie Enis
Anita and Leslie Feigenbaum
Kerry and Steve Fossler
Traci Frary and Jeff Crouch
Susan and James Green
Betty and Neil Gurwitz
Stephanie Jenkins
Jennifer Leisure
Zia and Jason Lowe
Molly and Leon McClure
Nancy and Larry Mellenbruch
Margaret Musselman
Mayor Terry and Dr. Pat Orr
Lynn Schaefer Oualline
Cynthia and Charles Pence
Gloria and Win Perkins
Clifford Reeser
Kaye Sapikas
Nan and DeLea Sayers
Cindy and Reid Sharp
Carol and Joe Shull
Ginni Smith
Catherine and Rodney Turner
Barbara and Alex Vana
Derek Van Gilder
Kay Wesson

BCHS would like to thank…
Drucilla Rogers for “wrapping” the BCHS donation to the Chamber of Commerce Silent 

Auction fundraiser.

Ken Kesselus for his continuing series on Uniquely Bastrop.

Jennifer Leisure for providing individually wrapped cookies and water for the January 
Quarterly Meeting.

Lisa Holcolm for use of the Bastrop Opera House for the January Quarterly meeting.

Vicki Benson, Earl Ellisor, and Jennifer Leisure for assembling the Bastrop Christian 
Church temporary exhibit.

Jim Lewis for his assistance in writing the Spring Newsletter.

Robbie Sanders for organizing the cleaning of the gravestones at Fairview Cemetery. 
Thanks to those who helped Robbie in her efforts.

Duncan Charlton for assembling and moving the new staff desk.

Sandy Chipley and Robbie Sanders for leading the January Quarterly Meeting and to the 
homeowners who provided interesting facts about their homes.

Nancy and Tom Scott for donating an office shredder.

Gloria and Win Perkins for donations of the Bastrop Advertiser for our archives.  

Volunteers
Research Library: Susie Blume, Duncan Charlton, Pat McKay, Dianne Mills

Museum Docent: Judy Enis

Restoration of Artifacts Effort Continues
Efforts to restore and display the almost 2,000 artifacts 

stored in the BCHS collection are stepping up.
“Everyone has a story, and for those who came before us, 

their stories live on in the artifacts they leave behind,” BCHS 
Director Kaye Sapikas said. “Without these artifacts, the 
stories are lost forever.”

In recent months, the staff, board members and volunteers 
at BCHS have embarked on an ongoing effort to ensure that 
those one-of-a-kind items live on for generations to come. 
“These items represent a particular way of life or lifestyle 
known to many in years past,” she said. 

The successful project to restore a Victrola phonograph 
console was recounted in the winter newsletter and now, two 
additional items have been identified for renewal, as funding 
permits – a 1930s Magnavox radio/record player console 
and a bassinet-style wicker baby carriage (with parasol attachment) from the late 1800s or 
early 1900s. 

“With both wicker and radio restoration becoming a lost art, we feel this is a good time 
to bring both pieces back to their original state, while we can still locate skilled craftsmen,” 

Sapikas said.
The restoration for both is approximately 

$1,000 and BCHS is seeking donations to fund 
them.

“We are turning to our community for 
assistance with paying for these two projects,” 
she said. “We hope you will join us in our efforts 
by contributing a small amount to help get these 
pieces restored. 

Donations may be contributed via U.S. Mail or 
online at bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com. 

HELP NEEDED:
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Museum Acquisitions
Anonymous – Large map illustrating all five of Stephen F. Austin’s colony grants from 

Mexico

Anne and Marvin Beck family – Hasler family history poster created in 2006 by Anne 
and Marvin for a family reunion

Marland and Donna Coulter – Oil painting of Copperas Creek sawmill site

Michal Hubbard – 1837 map of Texas counties; 1847 map of Bastrop District

Ken Kesselus – “Abner Cook – Master Builder on the Texas Frontier”

Steve and Becky Rivers – 1930s Magnavox radio console

Kevin and Kristie Striegler; Reagan Bell-Striegler – Artifacts from Copperas Creek 
sawmill site

Elaine M. Weiss – Three and one-half foot bronze “Dancing Woman” by noted French 
artist Malvina Brach (b. 1800) purchased in Paris by August Anheuser Busch.

June and Randy Wilson – “Ye Olden Time Songs of a Simple Life”: 1905 songbook 
from a passenger railway line from Smithville to Houston 

BCHS Officers
Jennifer Leisure, President Sherri Gilmore, Vice President

Betty Dunkerley, Treasurer

TRUSTEES
Lee Ann Calaway Sandra Chipley Betty Dunkerley Dan Hays-Clark 

Michal Hubbard Doris Kershaw Mary McMurrey Joe Grady Tuck Jane Wright

SOCIETY STAFF
Kaye Sapikas, Director Barbara Vana, Office Manager 

Carol Kysar, Library and Preservation Manager Traci Frary, Archivist
Gloria Perkins, Visitor Center Manager Candiss Lawrence, Visitor Center Associate

Two Friends of 
BCHS Honored 
by Chamber

Two advocates for historical efforts in 
Bastrop were recently honored by the 
Bastrop Chamber of Commerce.

At the Chamber’s 
April Luncheon, 
current BCHS Board 
member Michal 
Hubbard was named 
2021 Bastrop Woman 
of the Year and former 
Board president Bill 
Ennis was honored as 
2021 Bastrop Man of 
the Year. 

Hubbard, appointed 
to the board in 2018, 
serves as BCHS special 
exhibits manager, as a 
member of the garage 
sale committee and as 
a volunteer research 
library assistant. Her 
community leadership roles include 
service to Rotary, Texas Master 
Naturalists, Patriotic Festival, Methodist 
Church and the Pregnancy Center, 
among others. 

Stepping down this spring from the 
Bastrop City Council, Ennis served 
many years on the BCHS board, 
including as president in 2001-3.  He 
went on to work with two other past 
presidents to visualize the ongoing 
relationship between the Society’s 
Museum and Bastrop’s Visitor Center. 
He also participated in the group 
who conceived of and produced the 
Christmas Rendezvous, one of the 
Society’s main fundraising events.

On the City Council, Ennis has 
been active in centralizing the city’s 
tourism promotion by creating a 
destination marketing organization, 
Visit Bastrop. He was instrumental in 
the establishment of the City’s Historic 
Landmark Commission and chaired 
the organization for fourteen years.  He 
has served as a member of the Bastrop 
Art in Public Places board and, most 
recently, served as the City Council’s 
liaison to a master plan working group 
that recommended the ultimate creation 
of the new Cultural Arts Commission. 

New Commission Promotes Cultural Arts
Bastrop City Council has created a 7-member Cultural Arts Commission as part of a years-

long process of developing and instituting an arts master plan.
BCHS Director Kaye Sapikas was appointed to represent the community’s historical 

perspective. Others were named to reflect the interests of different arts constituencies in 
Bastrop, including the performing arts, music performance, film, the Bastrop school district, 
art and sculpture.

Bastrop Mayor Connie Schroeder said all seven appointments were recommended by City 
Council Member Bill Ennis, who served last year as the council’s liaison to a master plan 
working group. Ennis is a former president of the BCHS board.

In making the appointment, the council adopted priorities for the commission in a themes, 
values and priorities document. 

The document lists the priorities, which are to be followed when enacting the city’s arts 
master plan, as: diversity and inclusivity; partnerships and collaboration; political, social and 
economic stability of the arts; accountability and transparency; effective management of the 
master plan; promotion of Bastrop as an arts destination; and arts and culture related tourism.

“The strength and depth of the cultural arts we have in Bastrop is an asset for both residents 
and visitors,” Sapikas told the Bastrop Advertiser. “I am proud to be appointed to a group that 
will be working to ensure all sectors thrive.”

The formal creation earlier this year of the Cultural Arts Commission resulted in the 
decommissioning of the city’s Bastrop Art in Public Places Board, which had overseen the 
master plan since 2018. 



In the summer of 1886, the Rev. A. Toliver was the pastor of Bastrop’s only Missionary Baptist 
Church when a since-forgotten disturbance among the church’s membership prompted Toliver 
as well as 15 other members to leave the congregation and start a second church, Mount Rose 
Missionary Baptist Church, in August of that year.

Today, both churches still thrive, just a few blocks apart. 
The history of Bastrop’s second oldest missionary Baptist church – Mount Rose – will 

be presented by church Executive Assistant Dianne Mills and others at the BCHS 
Quarterly Meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 22 at the Church at 507 Toliver Street in 
Bastrop. 

Initially, the new Mount Rose Church was organized in the home of Deacon Alex 
White but soon, the members purchased a lot on the corner of Marion and College 
Streets, where they erected an outdoor tabernacle. After a successful revival or two – 
and as winter approached that year – membership ballooned to 30 members 
and a more permanent structure was constructed.  

Mount Rose has held services in that neighborhood on Sundays ever since. 
Current membership totals about 150 congregants.

In 1956, the church and parsonage were moved from Marion and College to 
Government and Chambers Streets, the current site, and in 1990, the current 
brick building was completed. As a memorial to the church’s first pastor, the 
church petitioned the city to rename Chambers Street as Toliver Street.  

In addition to the April meeting presentation, the church’s history will be 
on display in detail at a Special Exhibit at the BCHS Museum from April 15 
until June 30. 

904 MAIN STREET BASTROP, TX 78602
512.303.0057

www.bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com

 THURSDAY,  APRIL 22 AT 6:30 P.M. MOUNT ROSE BAPTIST CHURCH 507 TOLIVER STREET BASTROP
or online via Zoom.

Mount Rose Church Thriving in its 135th Year


